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" Free Family Movie Night Returns October Yth

Starting at 7pm at Brooklyn Community Building

(Doors Open at 6:30pm)
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| further creating events for our Brooklyn Community, Meed another Clue? Go here:
L www . brooklyvnrecreation.org, events, movienighs




BROOKLYN VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 8, 2014

The Village Board meeting was called to order by President Walsten on September 8, 2014 at 6:32 pm with Trustees
McNaughton, Leavy, McCallum, Hawkey present. Trustee Frandy was absent. Trustee Klahn arrived at 6:38 pm.
Others present were Public Works Director Langer, Clerk Strause, Police Chief Barger, Teresa Pelton. Trustee
Hawkey moved, second McNaughton to call the Public Hearings to order at 6:32 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Repeal and Recreate Chapter 48-552(4) and 48-553(3) relating to Existing Nonconforming
Uses and Structures to allow a non-conforming structure destroyed by violent wind, vandalism, fire, flood, ice,
snow, mold, or infestation to be rebuilt with the same foot print per WI Stats 59.69(m) or to be made larger than
the size it was immediately before the damage or destruction if necessary for the structure to comply with State or
Federal requirements. Clerk Strause explained the need for the amendment in order to comply with State Code so
that nonconforming structures can be rebuilt. Zoning Administrator, Rob Roth, wrote the language necessary to
comply rewriting 48-552 and 48-553. There were no comments written or verbal received on this amendment.
Repeal and Recreate Chapter 45, Section 1.5(2)(a) Updating Dane County Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
dated Sept 17, 2014 , and Section 9 Enforcement and Penalties. Clerk Strause stated FEMA and DNR have issued
new Dane County FIRMS with new panel numbers dated Sept 17, 2014. Green County FIRMS are unchanged.
Section 9.0 Enforcement and Penalties also has a change with a penalty not to exceed $50 per day per violation.
The current ordinance is $150 per day. There were no verbal or written comments received on this amendment.
Hawkey moved, second Leavy to close the hearings at 6:40 p.m.

Public Comments: Trustee McCallum recused herself from the Board and presented two handouts. One referring to
the September League of Municipalities legal comment on pages 286-295, Question VI. “If a member discloses
decisions made or information considered at a closed session, it is not a violation of the open meetings law.”
McCallum continued that she “has responded and has stated multiple times since the accusations of January 2014
“that I violated closed session by removing a document presented in a closed session”, that [ have never violated a
closed session.” McCallum hoped Board members will read the article and gain a better understanding of closed
session laws. The second hand out showed a string of emails between Trustee McCallum, President Walsten and
Clerk Strause regarding an open records request starting July 8" for emails for specific dates with Atty Christopher.
Clerk Strause responded immediately with her two emails. The other six emails between President Walsten and Atty
Christopher have not been received yet after repeated requests, the latest being August 25™ Walsten replied by email
on August 1™ that she was not going to spend time on this. The specific dates requested coincide with Atty
Christopher’s monthly bill. McCallum asked the Board to review this violation of the Open Records Law and that
the request be complied with. McCallum rejoined the Board.

Hawkey moved, second Klahn, carried to approve the minutes of 8-11-14. McCallum and Walsten abstained.
Hawkey moved, second McNaughton, carried to approve the minutes of 8-14-14. Walsten abstained.

President Walsten reported on the 2015 budget timeline that is currently not on schedule with some committees
having not met because of lack of a quorum. 2015 goals need to be set so that budget requests support the goals.
Committees need to reschedule meetings if they have not met in committee to work on budget and goals. A 1-3%
budget increase is encouraged. League of Municipalities Annual Conference is in Middleton, Oct 15-17". New this
year is a one day registration and a leadership pre-conference workshop. Deadline to register is Sept 15", Walsten
encouraged Board members to attend because of the classes, opportunities to learn more about such subjects as
economic development, budgeting, municipal financing.

Clerk Strause gave the July financials with income of $129,584.24, expenses $93,311.95 and balance 7/31/14 for all
funds at $1,332,950.01. The Dept of Revenue’s Equalized Value Report for TID #1 and TID #2 was presented
showing a negative value increment in both districts which will not create a TID tax increment for 2015.

PUBLIC WORKS: Director Langer reported that some equipment has arrived and is being installed after the
August 25" lightening strike at the WWTP. Other equipment arrival is expected in the next 2-3 weeks. Langer is
keeping track of parts, equipment, and labor for repairs for the insurance claim. There was also minor damage to
Well #1. Water Well Solutions ordered Well #1 to be shut down when issues appeared on the SCADA pumpage
report. Water Well Solutions pulled the pump and found a coupling to be bad which could be a manufacturing defect
from the major repair work done last year by them. No bill has been received for repairs. Generators are finally in
and running. Final bill will be submitted soon. A back up generators is at Well #2, and a portable generator is ready
to be used on lift stations/Community Bldg/EOC/Police Dept if needed. Langer asked how to handle a situation at
330 N Rutland where Charter damaged a sidewalk and underground dog fence late July/early August with



repairs of the sidewalk unacceptable. Langer has had many emails between the landowner and Charter’s contractor
and the sidewalk is still not fixed properly. Trustee Hawkey stated the landowner should go after Charter as it is their
responsibility. Langer was directed to tell the landowner that the Village supports their effort and will have the
building inspector inspect the sidewalk and send a letter to the landowner if the latest replacement does not meet
standards. Langer was directed to apply for a tree grant to continue with planting inventory and treating
EAB/replacement. Utilities age report was again handed out for review. Much of the Village’s infrastructure is
very old. When doing major street repair, infrastructure should be considered for replacement. Some Community
Building kitchen cabinets were replaced as the old cabinets were falling off the wall. The cost is around $300.
Balance of cabinets are also in poor condition. Floor under the sink was rotted out and replaced a while ago. An old
closet in the kitchen corner evidently was closed off when the paneling was installed as the door was facing the
hallway and close to the steps. This area is empty space that someday could be utilized. There has been no 2015
budget work done in committee for lack of quorums, so Langer handed out to Trustees a list of things to consider.
Langer said this isn’t a complete list but to get back to him with other ideas. Langer asked for a larger door to PW
garage so the new portable generator will fit in. Utility report: WRWA presented the department with the
president’s award for winter operations. WWTP wet testing is not complete. This is a requirement in our permit due
every four years. The first test failed and other tests sent by overnight express to the lab failed to be delivered on
time. Next testing will be done as soon as possible. Phosphorus and Jar testing is in the process per our permit.
Yearly calibration of flow meters was done before the lightining strike and are now getting repaired. Public Works
report: Inlets are being cleaned from heavy rains; mower was sold at Wis Surplus for $2135; Madison Power and
Mid States both have prices exactly the same for a new mower at $9839.18 for the same mower specs. Langer asked
which one to purchase from. Consensus was to let the department choose. Highway lines have been painted through
the Village. Tree quotes for the BBC berm shows the low bidder to be Oak Village from Janesville. McCallum
moved, second Klahn, carried to award the contract for $6200 to Oak Village. Dane Recycling will continue to pick
up metal and cans even though they have moved their business to Monroe.

SAFETY: Chief Barger reported DaneCom conducted radio testing in Brooklyn on Aug 29" Motorola portables
will not work on the new channels and this needs to be fixed. The DaneCom interdepartmental communication
issues continue and Chief Barger is concerned for the efficacy of the system. Four interviews for part-time officers
are scheduled for Tuesday night, 9/9. The Chief will be out of the office Wed-Fri at a conference in Wis Dells. The
Draft 2015 budget and narrative were handed out. There is a woman’s bike race being planned to go through
Brooklyn July 11, 2015 with an anticipated 350 riders. Barger said he is working on an after-action plan for the
Labor Day celebration. Damage of four trash cans in Legion Park is being investigated. Barger will be meeting
with the Oregon School District Supt. Andy Weiland and Brooklyn Elementary School Principal Kerri Modjeski on
Sept 16" to discuss emergency response plans and the recently installed identification equipment protocols and
railroad safety issues. Trustee McCallum reported there have been complaints on night time fireworks and other
activity and wanted to remind all that this needs to be communicated to the Police Dept by leaving a message of the
activity so it can be investigated.

NEW BUSINESS: Jacobson Appraisal letter dated 8-28-14 announced Mr. Jacobson’s partial retirement from
being an assessor so he will no longer serve as the Village’s assessor. The Finance committee recommended the
Village send out RFPs requesting a two year maintenance contract. A draft RFP will come back to the Board for
approval in October with RFP’s due back to the Clerk by November 1* The plan is to be make a recommendation at
the Nov 10™ Board meeting. The contract would be effective November 15" so year-end work can begin.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Trustee McNaughton continues to work on summarizing the EDC survey done in 2011
to correlate to spreadsheets done by all Trustees and department heads to create a five year Capital Improvement
Plan. Next Board meeting or special budget meetings will prioritize projects. Ordinance recodification-Walsten
will be contacting Municipal Code to determine whether we will need a new contract.

Municipal Court-There will be a meeting between Belleville and Brooklyn on Thursday at 8:30 a.m. with Belleville
President Ward, President Walsten, Belleville representatives and Trustee McNaughton to complete negotiations.
Clerk Strause handed out November’s sample ballots showing the referendum questions. Walsten suggested all
Trustees attend the Oct 7", 6 pm Brooklyn court session to understand better how local cases are handled. Walsten
met with Jason Hanson, Dane County Circuit Court Commissioner, who is also municipal judge for the
Deforest/Windsor Municipal Court, on 9/5/14, to discuss the process for handling local ordinances should the Village
opt to abolish its court and have all citations processed by the Circuit Court. Commissioner Hanson stated the Dane
County Circuit Court enforces state laws and state traffic code but does not enforce local ordinances unless
Brooklyn’s attorney prosecutes the ordinance violation (i.e. Village of Brooklyn vs. Resident). (Currently no local
municipality in Dane County uses the Circuit Court .) He also stated that accessibility is a problem because court is
held during weekday hours only, no evening sessions; finding parking is very difficult as ramps near City-County
Building, County Jail and Circuit Court frequently are full, meters are less than 1 hour and parking tickets are
$25/$35 every % hour. Traffic tickets are twice as expensive as local courts due to high overhead. Police Officers



may need to attend Circuit Court for Village cases, and there is no 1:1 counseling for defendants but limited group
instruction due to a large court docket. Walsten presented a draft of pros/cons of each court option. There was
consensus the village needs a court system that provides a) a qualified judge and court clerk, b) enforcement of our
local ordinances and c) it should be more cost effective. How many citations were residents vs. non-resident? Of
the 57 citations issued this year from January—September 1st, 13 were village residents, and 44 non-residents.
Annual revenue data from citations was reviewed but the previous years’ data is unreliable because of the backlog of
cases. With a local court, there is local control because the Board writes and approves its own ordinances. The draft
information sheet needs to be condensed and formatted with bullet points for publication to our newsletter and
website explaining the referendum questions. The information sheet also needs to be written as neutral as possible.
Community Building Policy Review Ad Hoc Committee—The final draft presented by the Committee was
reviewed with the primary changes noted inred. McNaughton moved, second Klahn, carried to approve the draft in
its entirety. Walsten outlined the primary changes made to the existing policy. The rental fees were decreased
significantly because the committee felt the current fees are unaffordable for many residents. Funeral receptions for
residents and fundraisers for non-profit, local organizations and churches will no longer be charged. It was felt the
resident has paid taxes and the local organizations, usually with small budgets, bring added value to the community
and should not be charged. Another issue is the condition of the kitchen does not justify high rental fees. Security
will be required if alcohol is served to an event with more than 250 persons. McCallum voted Nay. Trustee
McCallum stated one security officer for the entire building may be not enough when there are large parties and
mopping of the gym floor is an issue with no water in the upper level. There is needed police coverage during these
events to protect Village property. Walsten stated custodial care of the community building is a separate issue that
needs to be evaluated, because clean up after large events is only one of the questions that needs to be addressed.
Trustee McCallum moved, second Leavy, carried to Repeal and Recreate Chapter 48-552.and 48-553 relating to
existing nonconforming uses and structures to allow a non-conforming structure destroyed by violent wind,
vandalism, fire, flood, ice, snow, mold, or infestation to be rebuilt with the same foot print per W1 Stats 59.69(m) or
to be made larger than the size it was immediately before the damage or destruction if necessary for the structure to
comply with State or Federal requirements. McCallum moved, second McNaughton, carried to Repeal and
Recreate Chapter 45, Section 1.5(2)(a) Updating Dane County Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) dated Sept
17,2014 , and Section 9 Enforcement and Penalties.

CONSENT AGENDA: McNaughton moved, second Hawkey, carried to approve the consent agenda as follows:
Payment of September 2014 invoices as listed; Temporary “Class B” license for Brooklyn Area Veterans Memorial,
October 25, 2014 at Brooklyn Community Bldg; Temporary Operator Licenses for Lyle Wanless, Sharon George.
Committee Reports: Planning and Zoning-McNaughton moved, second Klahn, carried to accept the resignation
of Nissin Rodriguez. Klahn moved, second McNaughton, carried to approve a Minor Land Division in the
Village’s Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction on North Holt Road, Town of Union to widen the cul de sac ,
modifying the parcels to allow for the Township to maintain the road. Dollar General’s outdoor lighting now has
shields that has resolved the glare issues for the neighborhood and drivers. Ordinance- no report. EMS-Friends
group is meeting on a regular basis. EDC-Klahn moved, second McNaughton, carried to accept the resignation of
Nissin Rodriguez. Recreation-Zumba classes are meeting four nights a week and Saturday mornings. Emergency
Management-no report. Personnel-attorney RFP’s are due Oct 3. Finance- McNaughton moved, second Klahn,
carried to increase the NSF fee from $20 to $30 as recommended by the committee. NAY: Walsten. Special
budget meetings will be needed to get through the process as several committees are late on submission of
preliminary budget data. Further discussion on Police Dept laptop purchases will be postponed until Chief Barger
knows what DOT funds will be allotted for computer purchases. Website meeting will be called soon.

Klahn moved, second Leavy, carried to adjourn at 8:44 p.m.

Carol A Strause, MMC

Village Clerk-Treas.
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President's Letter
Nadine S. Walsten
September, 2014

Last month I had the opportunity to go to Sweden for a 3 week vacation and to find the
homesteads of my Swedish ancestors and meet a living cousin and her family. It really was
“the trip of a lifetime.” Visiting the open air museum of log farm buildings from the 1600-
1800s and learning about how the lifestyle, traditional dress, and culture was possible with
the bone crushing hard work of subsistence living. I could only imagine what my great
grandparents’ lives were like standing on the ground they farmed and sitting in the church
they attended, established in 1625! They came here in the 1870’s, arrived in the
northwestern Wisconsin woods and cleared the land with their saws one acre at a time. [
realize now why “community” was so important to them, because they came here, not
because they wanted to leave Sweden, but because there was no more land for them, and the
US was looking for homesteaders. These immigrants transplanted their Swedish culture
into a community because these traditions sustained them as they recreated their Swedish
“homeland” here in America. It is the story of all immigrants, everywhere, in years past as
well as today. We never really leave “home” wherever we live.

I do not plan to run again for Village President at the end of this term, April, 2015. I have
been President for 10 years, have accomplished most of my goals and believe it is important
to move on and let the next phase of development occur. Brooklyn is positioned to support
companies moving into our business park. However, Brooklyn is facing huge challenges,
from many sources, to maintain a viable downtown. Villages with large commuter
populations and the loss of family farms lose their retail stores because there is less
patronage of local businesses. With the recent loss of our downtown businesses, our
commercial tax base is now less than 3%--it should be 30%. If this doesn’t change, the
Village can’t hold the line on taxes, or create amenities which enrich the lives of our village
residents. The water/sewer bills are an example of what is waiting for our future.

So why does this matter? The mission that has driven me in the past 10 years has been very
simple: I want jobs for low income residents and [ want to create a Village where someone
will want to buy my house. If you do not get involved in your local government, the
decisions made or not made will have an impact on you personally, especially if you are a
home owner. Three trustees will be leaving the Board as well as myself. Who will take
our place? It’s up to you.

Oh yes—I am still looking for friends for the Brooklyn Village President Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Brooklyn-Village-President/477635552284242

Nadine
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Leaf pickup will begin as demand requires.
Residents are asked to rake leaves into the

street gutter with NO twigs or other debris
mixed in.
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FALL DUMPSTER HOURS

Friday — 10/3 — 10am — 7 pm
Saturday — 10/4 — 10 am — 7 pm
Sunday — 10/5 — 10 am — 2 pm

**As this service is only offered to Brooklyn
Village residents, please be prepared to show
proof of residency.

CHURCH
HARVEST SWISS STEAK

Sunday, October 12"

Brooklyn Community Building
3:30 =7 pm

Adults - $9
6 — 10 yrs. - $5
Under 6 — Free
Carryout - $10

WATER METER REMINDER
All temporary lawn meters need to
be returned to the Clerk’s office no
later than September 30". Damaged

meters due to freezing, or non-
returned meters, will result in a non-
return of your deposit check.

BROOKLYN LUTHERAN

POLICE DEPARTMENT
August Activity Report

()

Misc comp/arrests
Thetts

Open records request
Assists

Traffic incident

Traffic citations
Traffic warnings
Animal
Domestic/family
Ordinance violations
911 Disconnect
Disturb/Disorderly
Financial/Fraud
Alarms ‘

Parking Citations/Comp
OAR/OAS

Juvenile offenses/comp
Curfew violations
Underage alcohol citations
Damage Property
Total calls:
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Did you know Brooklyn has a Food
Pantry?

Residents of the Oregon School District — which
includes Brooklyn residents — are eligible to attend
the Oregon/Brooklyn Food Pantry! Currently at least
25% of those coming to the Pantry have Brooklyn
addresses. The pantry is open on the last Thursday
of each month, except for the holiday months of
November and December when the date is adjusted.
You are invited to come to the pantry from 3 to
7:00pm to select your choice of nutritious food. The
Food Pantry is open to school district residents who
believe they need assistance in supplementing their
family’s food supply. The next date that the Food
Pantry will be open is Thursday September 25.

We are happy to welcome Brooklyn residents to
participate in all aspects of the pantry. Our website
www.obfp.org offers details about how to receive
food, as well as how to donate or volunteer at the
Pantry, which is located just south of the Town Hall in
Oregon. Watch this newsletter for more information
about the Pantry as we search for a new location to
better serve our Oregon and Brooklyn neighbors.

If you need food or would like to donate or volunteer
for the Pantry, please check our website or call the
Brooklyn Village Hall at 455-4201, ask for Carol or Kim

Linda Fuller

Co-Chair, Coordinating Committee
Oregon/Brooklyn Food Pantry
www.obfp.org
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emml vendor@ brooklynrecreation.org
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Sept. 2014
News from Your Senior Center

By Rachel Brickner

This month I want to highlight an upcoming
program that will take place right in the Village
of Brooklyn. It isn’t often that Brooklyn seniors
can take advantage of a program so close to
home, and this one covers a very important topic.
Money Smart for Older Adults is an educational
program designed to provide seniors with
information and tips to help prevent common
frauds and scams. Older adults are prime targets
for financial exploitation by people they know
and trust, as well as by strangers.

Financial exploitation has been called “the crime
of the 21% century” with one study suggesting
that older Americans lost at least $2.9 billion to
financial exploitation and scams in 2010 alone.
Knowledge is the first step you need to protect
yourself. Money Smart for Older Adults will
give you tips and information about preventing
common frauds and scams, as well as providing
information about identity theft, medical identity
theft, telephone and email scams, and where to
turn for help.

This program was developed by the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau and the FDIC.
Green County’s Aging & Disability Resource
Center Staff will present Money Smart for Older
Adults on Wednesday, Sept. 24, from 2:00 to
3:30 in the Brooklyn Community building—
lower level.

There is no cost for this program and
refreshments will be provided. To register or ask
questions please call the Aging & Disability
Resource Center at 608-328-9499. While this
program is sponsored by Green County, it is open
to everyone, so please take advantage of this
important opportunity right in your hometown.




Oregon Rotary Club
hosts computer, electronic, and
appliance recycling event

Resource Solutions will again be in Oregon
collecting computers, electronics, and appliances
for recycling on Saturday, October 11, 2014.
Residents of Oregon, Brooklyn, and surrounding
communities may bring these items to Holy
Mother of Consolation Church, located at 651 N.
Main Street in Oregon, from 8am-noon.

Resource Solutions is ISO 14001:2004 Certified
and is also an E-Cycle Wisconsin registered
collector and recycler. At Resource Solutions, all
computers and electronics accepted for recycling
will be recycled for their base metals, glass, and
plastics.

**SPECIAL EVENT PRICING**

SENIOR LUNCH

Please join us for a Senior Citizen Lunch
potluck on Thursday, September 25", at
noon in the Brooklyn Community Building
kitchen. Bring a dish to pass if you can,
and come enjoy the company!

No Charge for These Items: Computer Mice, CPU’s,
Laptops, Keyboards, Computer Cords, Circuit Boards,
Flat Screen Computer Monitors (LCD), UPS, Power
Strips, Scanners, Printer Cables, Printers, Copiers,
Telephones, Cell Phones, Fax Machines, VCR’’s,
DVD Players, Stereo Equipment, Remote Controls,
Calculators, Lead Acid Car Batteries, Rechargeable
batteries from laptops, cell phones, and power tools.

Lead Acid Car Batteries: No charge

Recyceling Fee for These Items:

Televisions - $10 - $20 each
Appliances - $5 each (microwaves, stoves, washers,
dryers, water heaters, lawn mowers (oil must be

drained and tires removed)

Freon-containing Appliances - $10 each (air
conditioners, dehumidifiers)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs: 4’ and 8’ - $1 each

**Please call Resource Solutions for a price quote if
you don’t see your item listed**

For more information, please call Resource
Solutions at (608)244-5451 or visit
www. recyelethatstuff.com

SOCIETY

FeR

Brooklyn Area Historical Society

4™ Annual Open House
Saturday, October 11
1 -4PM

“ Brooklyn School Days &
New 2014 Artifacts”

We are working to develop a
Brooklyn School Alumni (and
descendants) yearly reunion during
our open house starting this year,
spread the word !!!

Speaker, 1:30 —2:30pm -
Ruth Ann Montgomery,
retired Director at Arrowhead
Library System and Evansville and
area historian. She will have a book
signing following presentation.

Free Refreshments and Brooklyn “Historic
Walking Tour” brochure for sale.
Brooklyn Community Building
Info: 455-2783
brooklynhistory(@msn.com
Facebook.com/BAHSWI
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