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VILLAGE HALL OFFICE HOURS  

CHANGING EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2016 

 
The Village Clerk’s Office Hours starting February 1, 2016, will be Monday thru 

Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The Office will be closed on Fridays.  There will be further 

review of these hours at the April Board meeting. 

 

 

 

    REMINDER      

The first installment of 2015 property taxes must be paid by January 31st.   

 The Clerk’s office is open M-F (until January 29), 7am-5pm if you wish to pay in 

person. Payments must be postmarked no later than 1/31/16. 

Dog and cat licenses must be purchased by January 31st. 

Village Ordinance states that all animals must be licensed. 

Fees remain unchanged for 2016.  
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Clerk's Office - 455-4201      Police Department - 455-2131 

Fax - 455-1385       Fax – 455-1799 

PO Box 189 210 Commercial St     Email: police@brooklynwi.gov 

Email:  clerk@brooklynwi.gov 

 

Public Works Dept. - 455-1842     Municipal Court - 455-1168 

Fax - 455-1501       Email: brooklynmunicipalcourt@brooklynwi.gov 

102 Windy Lane 

Email: publicworks@brooklynwi.gov 
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BROOKLYN VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

January 11, 2016 

 

The January 11, 2016 Village Board meeting of the Village of Brooklyn was called to order at 6:30 pm at the 

Village Hall by President Pat Hawkey.  Trustees present were Kyle Smith, Russell Cazier, Sue McCallum, Todd 

Klahn. Trustee Leavy and Kirkpatrick were absent.    Others present were Clerk Strause, Chief Barger, PW 

Director Langer.  All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  There were no public comments.  Bill Holland 

representing Green County United to Amend was unable to appear and will be put on the February agenda.  

Holland will be asking for a referendum to be placed on our ballot. 

 

Hawkey moved, second Smith, carried to approve the minutes of 12-14-15.   

 

President Hawkey read a letter from DOT regarding construction on St Hwy 14 now scheduled for 2020. The 

project will focus on riding surface, roadway width, and intersection enhancements.   

 

Clerk Strause gave the November financials with income of $212,414.88, expenses $175,686.05, and end of 

month balance in all funds of $1,410,207.57.  The Spring ballot in April will have Bruce Crubaugh, Susan 

McCallum, and Russell Cazier on the ballot in that order for the three Trustee positions being elected.  Tax 

collection for December shows 42% collected in Green County and 54% in Dane County for a total of 

$1,174,539 paid.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS:  PW Director Langer reported $1,000 donated by American Transmission Company for 

the 2016 Forestry program.  A Thank You letter will be sent.  Vacation carryover of 40 hours each was 

approved for Spilde and Golz per motion by Smith, second Cazier, carried.  In past years, the Personnel 

Committee approved vacation carryover as stated in the manual.  Personnel Committee will meet soon and 

review this part of the manual.   

Annual Utility reports from Spilde and Public Works reports from Langer were reviewed.   Monthly reports 

were also reviewed.   

 

SAFETY: Per recommendation of the committee, Hawkey moved, second Smith, carried to approve the Police 

Secretary’s increase in wage to $13.33 per hr on Feb 1, 2016 having completed her first six months 

probationary evaluation.  She is currently paid $12.94 per hr.  Vacation carryover for Chief Barger and 

Officer Engelhart at 40 hours each was approved per motion by Smith, second Cazier, carried.  Chief Barger 

will lose 3.5 vacation hours as the personnel manual only allows for forty hours to be carried over. Trustee 

McCallum reported Chief Barger is reviewing applicants on file to begin the part-time hiring process. If there 

is not enough response after making contact, the committee gave direction to place an ad for hiring.  There was 

no monthly Chief’s report.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Smith moved, second Klahn, carried to approve payment of January 2016 invoices as 

presented. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Clerk Strause will be on medical leave starting Feb 18th for 6-8 weeks and will be 

retiring August 1, 2016.   Updated Clerk-Treas job description was recommended for approval last year by 

the Personnel Committee.  Hawkey moved, second Klahn, carried to approve the update. Finance committee 

discussed when to start the hiring process for the Clerk-Treas.  Linda Kuhlman, Deputy Clerk-Treas, may be 

interested in the position.   Village attorney’s opinion is the Board may appoint her to this position.  The hiring 

process would then be for a Deputy Clerk-Treas.   This will be on the February agenda to discuss possible 

internal appointment of current employee or start the hiring process in April with ads in the paper by the first 

week in May.  Office hours for the Clerk-Treas office were discussed.  Finance committee’s recommendation is 

to close the office on Friday and be open Mon-Thurs from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. starting in February.  Hawkey 

moved, second Klahn, to approve the committee’s recommendation.  Trustee McCallum stated she was against 

this proposal as the office should be open five days a week for community service.  Trustee Klahn stated for one 

person to run fifty hours a week plus meetings is a lot to ask when the Clerk is on medical leave.  Trustee Smith 

stated he would like this to be on a trial basis while the Clerk is gone.  Pres. Hawkey stated the reason for the 



four day work week is we don’t have enough staffing and two days a week there is one employee working 

alone.  Hawkey moved, second Klahn to amend their motion to start February 1st to keep the Clerk’s Office 

open Monday-Thurs from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. on a temporary basis until reviewed at the April Board meeting.  

Motion carried.   

 

Renew or Non-renewal of the Oregon Senior Center contract which expires 12-31-16 was discussed.  

Village of Oregon is discussing construction of a Civic Campus which would include the Senior Center.  Smith 

moved, second Hawkey, carried to send a letter to the Village of Oregon and the Senior Center to put on notice 

for 2017 non –renewal.  Trustee McCallum abstained.  User equity was discussed as the Town of Brooklyn 

(Green County) and City of Fitchburg do not contribute to the annual cost. There will be more discussion during 

the year with the Senior Center letting us know their plans/needs.     

 

Discussion was had on employee request to find ways to address expenditure restraints and other State 

laws affecting our ability to maintain services in municipalities.  McCallum stated PW Director Langer at 

budget time in reference to the higher cost of health insurance premium asked what can be done to control these 

costs.  McCallum stated she has contacted Sen Erpenbach on the issue questioning what is driving the high cost.  

Several lobbying groups have attempted to research the issue.  The League of Municipalities will be contacted 

on the issue as they lobby on many issues for municipalities.  ETF is researching a self funded insurance plan.  

Last October, Sen. Chris Larson and State Rep Debra Kolste introduced a rate review bill to hold health 

insurance companies accountable for premium hikes. It is unknown where this bill stands currently.  Green 

County United to Amend (on the Feb agenda) wants to talk about big money in politics.  Trustee McCallum 

will research the issue.  Letters can be sent to State Senators and Representatives along with the League of 

Municipalities.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Trustee Cazier continues to research archiving emails.  Computer Magic has not 

returned his calls.  Finance will continue discussion in February. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Planning and Zoning, EDC, and Emergency Management did not meet.  

Ordinance met with no report at this time.  Recreation-Hawkey moved, second McCallum, carried to appoint 

Rex Tilley to the committee.    Personnel will meet Tues., January 19th at 4:30 p.m. at the Community Bldg.  

Public Works did not meet in December but will meet Jan 25th.  Finance-Hawkey moved, second McCallum, 

carried to approve a website upgrade with Town Web Design (current designer) for an amount not to exceed 

$379. 

 

Fire/EMS District contract revision discussion continued. A referendum to go over levy limits needs to be 

filed by January 26th for the Spring Election.  President Hawkey stated the timing for a referendum is wrong 

with their budget approved late fall.  Trustee Smith stated he would like to keep the one contract but with the 

entities separated because statutorily the Fire Department is mandated while EMS is not.  A  2015 report of 

several communities, their EMS budget/population/per capita was reviewed.  Several of the communities run 

several ambulances with much greater population with per capita rates ranging from $85.14 to $15.74 with the 

average being $47.23.  With the Village paying the highest % of the cost, it has been requested for more Village 

representation.  The District Board has stated several times they don’t want a seven member board and did not 

discuss any alternatives to changing representation.  Town of Brooklyn has not discussed the issue.  Town of 

Oregon has submitted minor changes to the proposed contract.  The last District Board meeting revealed 

another loan the District has for an ambulance.  The 2014 loan document states the money is for “Fire Fighting 

services” in the amount of $72,236.    Consensus was to get an opinion from our Village Attorney on several 

questions:  What the borrowing power of the District Board is; if the current contract is void after the 

refinancing issue; how we can get more representation on the District Board as we are paying the highest % of 

cost; the possibility of having two separate contracts, i.e., one for Fire and one for EMS; how the 4/5 voting rule 

affects our obligation to pay EMS cost as we may need to look elsewhere for this service; are we financially 

only obligated to pay $15 per capita for EMS service?  Attorney opinion will be forwarded to all Board 

members. President Hawkey stated the District Board needs fiscal accountability and the contract needs a 

starting and end date.  There is no contingency plan that says this is our five year plan.  The EMS mileage rate 

is $15 per mile but only if there is a transport and charged only one way. WI State Journal today had an article 



on EMS mileage rates which was reviewed.  Trustee McCallum stated she felt there was a duplication of 

services and those being paid when the First Responders and EMS crew both go on the same run.  Trustee 

Smith commented that the First Responders are trained and an integral part of assisting both Fire and EMS 

crews.  Fire/EMS District Board meeting is Jan 20th .  Clerk will post agenda for possible quorum.  Klahn 

moved, second Cazier, carried to adjourn at  8:33 p.m.   

 

Carol A Strause, MMC, WCMC, CMTW 

 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM 

PUBLIC WORKS 
 

Snow Removal 
All sidewalks must be cleared of snow within 24 

hours of snowfall ending. Snow may not be put into 

the street.  

“The owner or user of each mailbox shall, within 

twenty-four (24) hours after the end of each 

snowfall, remove all snow and ice which has fallen 

or accumulated in front of said mailbox, and shall 

remove the snow and ice away from the curb or area 

in front of the mailbox, a minimum of fifteen (15) 

feet on each side of said mailbox.”  
 

Also, please clear snow from around fire 

hydrants and water meter readers.  
 

The last Christmas tree pickup will be on Friday, 

January 29th. After that date, you must dispose of 

them yourself. 

 

 

 
 

PELLITTERI 2016 CALENDAR 
Pick up your color copy at the Clerk’s Office 

 

 
 

**No Parking on Village Streets  

1 am – 7 am. until April 15th 

                      

                         
 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Activity for December 

 

   Animal       3 

Traffic Incidents  21 

    Traffic crashes       1 

   Assists       6 

   Traffic citations      2 

   Traffic warnings           1 

   Open Records       2 

   Thefts       1 

   Damage property      0 

   Financial/fraud      0 

   Misc comp/arrests     2 

   Juvenile off/comp     2 

   Parking citations      1 

   Disturb/disorderly     3 

   Domestic/family      0 

   Suspicious Activity     2 

            Drug Charges/Comp          1 

            Phone/Social Media     2 

            911 Disconnect                   2 

            Msg. Person/Welfare Ch.   2 

 Total                     54 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

        

      Brooklyn Cub Scouts Pack 3352 

 

33rd Annual Chili Dinner 

 
February 7, 2016 

11am - 2pm 

Brooklyn Community Building 
 

$7.00 All you can eat, or take home a  

gallon of chili for $30.00 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ELECTION DAY  

FEBRUARY 16 

POLLS OPEN 7 AM TO 8 PM  

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

 

PHOTO ID REQUIRED  

STARTING IN 2016 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Jan. 2016 News from Your Senior Center 

By Rachel Brickner 

 

A new year offers new opportunities for 

learning and exploring, and the next few 

weeks will see the Senior Center hosting a 

variety of interesting and informative 

programs.   

 

Identity theft is a problem that increases 

every year.  On Weds, Jan. 20 at 10:00, 

Officer Cindy Neubert of the Oregon Police 

Dept. will be leading a Credit Score 

Workshop at the Center.  She will teach 

participants how to get their credit scores for 

free from various websites.  Monitoring 

your credit activity is an important step in 

guarding against identity theft.  You can 

sign up for this free program by calling  

835-5801. 

 

An Americorps volunteer will be presenting 

a program on Disaster Preparedness on Jan 

21.  This free program will start at 10:30.  

Please call 835-5801 to register, in order to 

ensure enough materials. 

 

Members of the Oregon High School 

Thespians Club will be performing skits at 

the Senior Center on Jan. 22 at 2:30.  Come 

enjoy the talents of our local youth. 

The Senior Center’s Annual Pancake 

Breakfast and Bake Sale will be held at the 

Center on Sun, Jan. 24 from 7-12.  Delicious 

pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, 

applesauce, and a beverage will be available 

for $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 

10 and under.  The bake sale will feature 

homemade treats created by our generous 

volunteers.  Please call the Center if you 

would like to donate to our 26th annual 

event. 

 

Finally, Nutrition Educator Lytonia will be 

at the Center on Fri, Jan. 29 at 9:00 with 

information about Cooking for One or 

Two.  Using a guide to help break down 

participants’ favorite recipes, Lytonia will 

help people learn how to shop for and 

prepare meals for one or two. 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR POTLUCK LUNCH 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 

Noon 

Community Building Kitchen 

Bring a dish to pass and enjoy good 

company! 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

 1 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

 Yoga Bliss-
6:30pm 

GROUNDHOG 
DAY 

Tire,oil,battery 
pickup 

Finance mtg-
5:30pm 

Zumba-6:30pm 

Recreation mtg-
6:30pm 

Yin Yoga –  

7:30 pm 

 

 Yoga Up® – FREE –  

9:30 am 

FREE movie night  -  

6:30 pm 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Cub Scout Chili 
Dinner   

Village Board-
6:30pm 

Yoga Bliss-
6:30pm 

 RECYCLING 

 

Zumba-6:30pm 

Yin Yoga –  

7:30 pm 

 Yoga Up® –  9:30 am 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 Yoga Bliss-
6:30pm 

ELECTION 
DAY 

 Yin Yoga – 

7:30 pm 

 Yoga Up® – 9:30 am 

21 22 23 24 25 

 

 

 

26 27 

 Yoga Bliss-
6:30pm 

 RECYCLING 

 

Zumba-6:30pm 

Senior Lunch – 
noon 

Yin Yoga –  

7:30 pm 

 Yoga Up® - 9:30 am 

28 29      

 Yoga Bliss –  

6:30 pm 

     

       

       

 

n
o

te
s Remember to check out our website at www.brooklynwi.gov for important notices and updates! 

“Like” us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brooklynvillagewi 
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